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THE INDIANS.
Sixth Annual Report of the Beard of

Indian Commissioners.

WISDOM OF THE POLICY SET FORTH

Proposals for an Indian TerritorialGovernment.

Influence of the Christian
Ministry.

Tto le®rd of Indian Commissioner! tare rib.
to the Secretary of the Interior tbelr sixth

annual report. Tbe lollowinf extracts irom this
repur i give the more stgniflc&Qt portion of its contents:.The Commissioners state taat the history
VI too IUUIUU BVIflt'V UUUUK mo yus>» J

been marked by more man usual trials and <lifflsultiesla lta conduct, and by more (ban usual
access in tbe progress wlncn has been made by
We various tribes of Indiana toward a nuttier
civilization and tbe ultimate completion ot tbe

peaceiul policy inaugurated.
UBNEKAL POLICY.

period in tbe couuuet aud btatory of the inHanservice of tbe country baa been reached,
when, in the Judgment of (bo Board, tbe governBentmay aafeiy look forward to tbe Onal aetermiMtionof its relations with tlie Indian tribes as a

separate people. Experience nas demonstrated
tbe wisdom of the policy, steadily pursued since
tbe commencement of the present administration,
of collecting toe wild Indian tribes upon reservations,limited in extent. Tbe rapid settlement of
the territory occupied by them as bunting grounds
rendered the adoption of such a policy necessary

both tor tbe protection of white settlers against
depredations and to bring the Indians under tbe
Influence and control of the agents for the purposeof civilization, isolation from the demoralizingInfluence oi tbe class of white persons always
found upon border settlements has been considereda condition requisite to the early improvementof the savage tribes until a certain period of
advancement'shall have been reached; tbe history
01 the world, however, demonstrates tbe fact that
no community can ever reach an advanced stage
f civilization without recognition of the right of

Individual property, and It is believed that wheneverauy tribe of Indiana has reached such a stage
f advancement in Intelligence and good conduct
M will enable the various members to
ttensect their own bualnesa and participate In
tbe affairs of tbe community with waich they are
surrounded, the policy of tbe government should
be to encourage such persons to renounce their
tribal relations and to establish lnamaual homes
for themselves and become Invested with all the
privileges of citizenship; that this process should
continue from year to year, stimulated by every
Inducement the government can properly offer,
until tbe entire Indian race shall become merged
tn the community at large and lurtber interventionby the government lor their special care shall
become unnecessary.
The report hereto appended of a visit to tbe Indianreservations In tbe State of New York justicestbe recommendation that measures should at

once be taken for tbe eniranculsement of
the Indians located upon reservations in
that State. The permanent annuities provided tiy
treaty stipulation would afford ample means for
the endowment of 6uch educational and benevolentinstitutions as, upon consultation with
toese tribes, suould seem desirable. Tue dissolutionof their tribal relations and tne division in
severalty or lauds and otber property held in com-
mon would become necessary in the execution or
soch a plan, and, with the exercise of reasonable
wisdom in me negotiation, could be satisfactorily
accomplished.
A large proportion or tbe Indiana west of the

Cascade uca sierra Nevada mountains, on the
Paciflo coast, are now quietly engaged in various
branches of industry off the reservations, and.
In sections or country or considerable extent, are more depended on as laborers by
larmers, lumbermen, wool growers and others
than any other class of persons.
No apprehension or further hostility bv any Indiansin this becnon of the country exists, and it

is uelieved tnat at an cany period, without injusticeto the Indians, and wuu entire saiety to tne
white communities by which they are surrounded,
tne government may cease to make further proVisionlor their snoport. The same facts are true
to a greater or less extent in respect to the Indiansunder tne care 01 the government la Mlcnigan,Wisconsin, Minnesota and Nevada.

WILL TUE INDIAN WORK ?
provision in the legislation ot congress at Its

last session require* that in distributing supplies
to tbe Indians, lor whom the name are appropriated,
the agent shall require all aole-bodied male Indiansto perform service upon the reservation,
giving, however, to tna secretary of the Interior
the discretionary power to except irom «uch requirementany particular tribe wnen id his Judgmentproper and expedient.
The question 01 laoor. involving that of self-supportby tbe Indians, was considered by the Board

as o; sufficient importance to justuya lull investigationus to wnat extent it nas been practicable to
comply with ibis requirement 01 law. and in tbe
same connection to ouuiii an expression of opinionirom those best qualified loiurm an intelligent
iiidsment as to wnat me i.-iures are h<-«t rulcnLitd
lo solve the dirtlcuit question. Inquiries on trim
abject were tuereiore directed to ail tne agents,

and .o others in the Indian country «h"sc experiencewouid render tncir opinions of value.
Responses irotn a large number of persons have

pecu received, containing much valuable information.It appears that probably not teas rnau 75,uoo
Indiana. 01 the wilder tribes, are supported r.y me
government appropriations, wnnout any substantialcontribution on their part toward thetr own
ustenance. It is andouiteily trus tnat up to this

time, id trio alternative oi feeding or
flgnttng these tnoes, the expenditure has
teen an economical one; but its continuancelor any considerable period in the
Juture, wili prove as disas ronH to the Indians a*
costly to the government. I he effect 01 being wed
fad without me necessity or incentive ior any
physical exertion on their part, lor the past seven
feat a. i- apparent in tae conuition oi a Urge portionof toe aioux nation in a marked increase oi
Jvspap-ia and orner diseases of tne digestive organs,ana decrease oi physical enerorv.
Tne efforts oi ugems to induce the Indians ot the

wild ti Ibrs to engage in pursuits oi industry have
not. as a rui , been suecesslu , partially Irom tne
Derediiarr prejunice airainst labor as unman y and
degrading, and in pare from tne lact tnat rii* soil
In the country tney occupy cannot oe cultivated
to any profliable extent except with Irrigation.
Tbe requirements of labor on the part or
these trioea. without the provision ol taciiltieaother than are now lurnished, will
continue, necessarily, barren oi results.
The government is therefore remitted
to the alternative ol continuing to feed and
ciothe thrse people until, fiom <iisea«e and enervation.they snail become extinct, or of providing
lor them rlie means oi remunerative labor.

Tii« latter may be secured in their present locationsby authorizm.' irrigating works on a large
araie, wnicn may be constructed by Indian labor
%* a remuneration (or subsistence lurnished; or
the Indians tnav be required 10 engage in the
raising and «.are or cattle aud sheep, for whicn
their country is well adapted, and ior which their
pievlous habits present a less insurmountable obstacle;or bv the two pinns combined. In any
event, h vigorous enforcement of whatever policy
mav t>e determined on, witn an increased present
expeudi'urn or thy government to provide the
uecfas.il v means, will bj requisite to any auctesslulexperiment.
The necessity lor prompt and cnergetic action

(O acconiDiisn tne object sought :s so pressing
tna any reasonable expenditure and any proper
measures ;or enforcing habits oi lutiustry on the
part ol the wild Indians, promising success, are
|usUtl»ule. The accomplishment ol this purpose
will relieve the difficulty oi urearest m.mmtuiie.
remaining id tue solution ol tue nuiau prooicm.
i OoneaUaLion with very man. eriio nave n.td
Urg*> experience in tiie management 01 indiant
lead-* to trie oenei iu.it any polic 10 tine regard
Ueterawued ou by toe government may be enforcedwithout the necessity oi report 10 militaryInterference.

CO-OPEBATIOS or REI.IGIOCS HOMES.
I he co-oppration of th« religions nodiea writh the

government In tne civilization or the Indians has
proved an element, the importance 01 which even
the missionary honrd-i have not tally appr»- dated.
1 he pagan ludian re»i*t« with all Hie energy ami
Stubbornness o 1 111* savaue nature every effort to
educate, clothe or in nny manner conform rilm ro
ilie nabita and rnstotus 01 civilised lift: and ivii« n,
ivep by step, he yield* to fori e and ttiu p«PS>llj ui
threatened starvation, m.-t pro/re«« m slow iind
unsatisluc'ory. On Ui*other tiauil, ills conversion
to CM uuanity orttigs intu at uiieo ro understandthat lie musii lead a new
lile, and, under the instruction ol ins
religions teacheia, his elevation to t.e
piane or comparative civilization I* eu.-r and
rapid, a caroml investigation doe* not disclose it
nugle exception to the ruie ili.it wiicre rapio proires*has ueeu made, the work ol the aiililut,
leli-sacriUcmg, energetic miasionnry lias constitutedtuu uiowt important eiement ol >utcess. Hie
Liu inlian missionary and the earnest pmctlral
uacuii, wuo, in addition to the rudiments ui loamlag.fives lessons lu industry tful the peotde iuav
Wtoae »eli »upi>ortiii({.one indispensable to tho

FEW TORI
other.are neceaanrtty the pioneera of Indian
olTiiuatlon.

TBI MODOCS.
The nut by a member o ibe Board to the pre*

ent location of that portion of tbe Modoe Indiana
wno. as prisoner# of war, were in tbe latter portion01 1873 removed to tbe ludlan Territory, confirmsthe irenerai impress on »i the trood conduct
01 these Indians in their present relations. The
transfer of the remain ler of the tribe irom the
Pacific cou»t to tne -aiue locality, as recommended,
would, it Is believed, in its saiuurv results, amply
Justny ttie small appropriation required lor tint
purpose.

piscontini'ance or reservations.
Attention la called to the special report of two

members ot the Board relative to tue condition of
tne Indian service In the extreme Northwes*. in
tiie vicinity of upet >ouud and on tbe Pacific
coast. The rapid diminuiK n in numbers of all
the tubes In ttds section Mistifles a comparative
reiiucilon In tbe expense incurred ror their care
and support. >ome oi the once poweriul tubes,
as, tor example, tbe Chinook, are witoout a single
represeinauve, while in other instances the
remnants of ten or twelve tribes, numoerIukbut a few hundred In tne aggregate, are
confederated at a sinjrle ae<ncy. The C'ommis-
muut-'is nuiie wiai a larjjo jiui uuu ui lur iuuhui

are not living upon reservations or congregated
together id tnetr tribal capacity, but ate scattered
tliiough tins section or country as laborers,
llie> represent that those now residing ou tne
twelve reservations set apatt lor their use would
be better cared or if consolidated upon three, especiallyif me proceeds oi the sale nl tbe nine reseivauonsproposed to be vacated were invested
lor tneir benetlt.
The plan recommended involves dispensing with

the machinery 01 two or the present ageucies, aud
contemplates tne discontinuance of the others at
an eariy period, in the (Mitel tliat neither the interests01 the Indians nor those or iheir white
neighbors win require the lurtlier intervention or
tne government.
The ComuusMoners also suggest Improvements

in tne uonuuet 01 these agencies relative to compulsoryeducation, labor aud the selection and
conduct of employes, winch, in the judgment or
tbe Board, would add materially to the ettlcianoy
01 the service if made applicable to ail otlier
agencies.

timbered lands.
The construction 01 law given by the late decisionor tbe Supreme Court or the United statea

in the case or George Cook (The United States vs.
George Cook. No. 181, October Term, 1873), denies
to Indians occupying reservations containing what
are termed timbered lands the right to dispose oi
timber standing on aaoll reservations, or to cut
and sell logs irom the same, unless the cutting
shall l>e au incident to the clearing or the lands
lor tne purpose oi cultivation anu improvement.In portions ol Wisconsin, Minnesota, Washington
Territory and elsewhere, the reservations set
apart lor Indian occupation consist exclusively,
or lor the most part, or timbered lands; the ouiy
profitable occupation in which the Indians so
located can engage Is that or cutting and dis-
puaiug m luc uinocr, >uu tuc uuij uiu»fcci«uic

commodity witrnu their reach is (M timber standmgupon their reservations. In some instances,
recent Are* Have swept through the timber mi

located, killing the trees; but from which vauable
lumber may be obtained li dispo-ed oi beiore its
quality U impaired by decay. L'niess permission
la given tor the cutting and sale ol such timber
without delay it will cease to be valuable tor
any put-pone. The importance of protecting
the timbered lands of ike United States lroia unnecessarydepredation and waste is luliy recognized;but it la believed that in special Instances,
when, iu tne judgment ol thr- PnuMt or or cue
Secretary 01 the Iucenor. necessary lor tho subsistenceof the Indians, or to create a lund lor
educational or other beneficial purposes, discretionaryDower should be given "> authorize tne
cutting and disposing of me timber upon reservations,under such restrictions as will preveut unnecessarywaste.

ALASKA.
Attention nas been invited in reports of the

Board of Commissioners, heretoiore made, to the
condition o the inhabitants of Alaska. It has not
been considered wine, or various reasons, tj extendthe junsdictn.a o; the Indian Department or
the government over these people, and, while no
iurthor recommendation in tnat direction is
ottered, it is suggested as very important that
provision should now be made lor obtaining authenticiniormation or the condition and warns of
the bauds and races occupying the interior, of
which too little is known to determine wuether
any duty devolves upon the government in regard
to them or not.

TUB INDIAN TERRITORY.
The condition and wants or fie civilized Indians

occupying the eastern portion 01 the ludiau Territorynas lor a considerable period been a source of
muca solicitude. The neaties made with the
Cherokee, Creek. Choctaw, Chicka-aw and Seminolenations on the event of t. eir removal west of
tlie Mississippi and suosequeutlv con>emplute tlie
establishment of governments by these nations
without interference, except as .specified, by he
government 01 the United States or auy state
government. The treaty stipulations in (his regardvary materially in respect to the ditfereut
nations in me provisions in<-y make lor local governmentand the restrictions imposed. The experimentof inuepenueat, local governments on the
part oi ttiese Indians has been tried tor sufficient
length ol time to test its practicability, and nas
not proved satisfactory in its results.

very considerable progress 111 education and lu
the various pursuits ol luuustry has been made,
but the governments established nave not been
able to afford proper protection to person and
property, and within the past ten years portions
oi tne territory have become tne resort ol thieves
and outlaws to such an extent a-> to rentier essentiaitne intervention or some power with sufficient
strength t / euiorce order and nung to punishmentpersona naitd in criminal acts. An
etTort was made within a comparatively
snort period, on the part of the Indians
themselves to organize a more efficient government,ana a constitution applicable to the entire
lerritoiv *ni named, it iaiied to receive tne
sanction oi the pio^ortion oi ine separate governiu.ents reqmreu jor Its adoption, aud ao iuititer
movement lor the organization oi a general governmentnas occurred.
Measures intemiecf to afford a remedy for this

unionunate condition oi affairs have irom time to
time ceeu brought lorward in Congress, but they
bave not receivvd the MMBt o. the accredited
del cations norn tnese nations who have visited
Washington, an J nave not resu.ted in legislation.
Hie board or Commissioners, at its mee ing in
Novenloer oi the past year, directed a delegationoi its members to visit the Indian ierntory
for the purpose of consultation with leading
men ot the more riviiizcd Indian nations
"touchiu" the condition of the Territory,
aud such legislation in behali ihereoi as might be
deemed necessary to give better securit. to personand property.' 1 hey were met at Muscogee
on the ilth ui December oy a large and influential
delegation irom ilie Ciieronees, Creeks, t hoctaws,
Chickasaw* and .-e.aino es. The consuitatioa,
whicalasted two days, was of a ai' St lriendly nature.Alter a lull discussion, however, trie delegationpresent aiinercd to the previous action of
tneir respective nation.il councils, declining to
lake tne initiative or participate in ant movementleading to a change in their national conditionor relations wi n no* t uitcd States.
The Commissioners, after a lull consideration of

tne subject, recommend that a Territorial govetumi'ui,not inconsistent with existing treaties,
be int>l)iiiiiM o>- tne United s km, the uov.
ernor to oe appointed by the President
and the legislative boay to be e.ected oy
tne people ol tne lernto?y. Tney also recoaimead
tuo establishment of United States courts wlirdn
said Territory, aud (tie recognition of toe right of
tue peopie to be represented la Connie** oy a
LMttuuitj t" oe elected b» t.iem.

It is believeo tuat me measures recommended
in accordance witn ihe spirit oi treaty oDdgations
eutered into whii the United .states, are essential
10 the weliare 01 Uiese peop.c. Iney oiler the
a-sis.ance of tne Kenefal nuvernmem lu the
preservation of oider aud tne Lstalnisnment of
more penect municipal regulations, w.uie ine
rigut 01 sel.-government im practically maintained.

ilie unsettled condition o aiTairs in consequenceoi movements made In Congress
aud eise»here. looking to tne organization
or a Territorial government and a change in
the relations of the lulled Mates to those
Indians, is very detrimental to any etlort on tneir
part im UM improvement w toetr condition, and
It is hoped thai the .emulation oi the present sessionoi Congress w.;i not completed without
some oeriNite action on this subject.

CLIN i On u. FHK, m. Louis, chairman.
Ji. a. SIBLEY, .V. i'ct.ii, ilinn.
k. a. HAY i, New York.
N. J. 1UIOTEY. Circlevilie, Ohio.
JOHN I). LAM). Va-sa.borough, Me.
n. It. KUBKiirs. >.mdj -priugs. Md.
IIAS (i. HA M M' »N l>, Chicago, III.

WILLIAM Mil K.nKV, Washington.
K. U. .sMIlfl, Wasiunirton, secretary.

FA&LOfi PYTHONESSES.

To the Editor or tu» iIlkai.d
I have read with horror an editorial In the

IIekald of the 13i ti ins', concerning Pythonesses.
1 now know thai my wlie aud dear mother-in-law
are Pythonesses, aud tnat I have gone to the
Devil |it must oe the ic low with the hit; U) withoutbeing aware oi the fact. When you write any
more such biood-ciilllers 1 wish you wouid remembertne uiimoer of husbands ana -ons-in-uw who
an? siiuateu as i am, aim put in -ome saving finn
(.Ause, mounting suggestion or ediiying moral,
»rncli wni start the stagnated oloou and revive
tin-terrilied spirit. Luckiir tor me mv wile tore
hei ne*t dros* wi.h a n.ui, widen an untinlsiied
job o( mini' presented to our wnlie I was tuinklng
oi what i had riad, and she started the *<"1 d> o:
my heart iiy some per-uasives wt.icli .-he appu»dto me. M* iiiotner-lii law k. pt the blood moving tiygentle converse oi a p-r-ou i. and private character.since tuat period i have been ' minting the
matter over -eriousiy mid ave come to tue ->oirinnconclusion tuat the only nope lor the nation
He* in tin- Young Men's Christian A" .unawon.
Let those dear voting men uasten '>od into tne
roiiHfimiuou <>i uie im«u man-* ami einpiov a.
Johuaco to k.'oii it1111 lueiv itnK >1 *»tn»»<ii-1 -ucilou
hi CnC amiocutiou would tui^e fo be UXCimed until
alter il n»n u<> Hen. Ui tut started on nl* Um
i«nu). ami u.en call upnij itfu, i.raut to »uf>pie-tru*u«w luniiitti by me Louir.Mii* uie:tiou. i net>.
aro ouiv about ek-veu or fi r« n mi .ioumoi ilciutj*
.H|)irltu*lb>(i> in tno I niton hi tog ami u would m
an nun) manor io: <j«-m (>i uni ?. « ouveri tiieui it
Metiioiimni or M'Mim of nor "tno-lox laitn y inemn o
III*4 eminent example nrxi in- military apoatlet
Micri'Un, 1 >e I rutin,mil, AC. Vour*.

KUTHAI-KT Aaoht'UAB, M. 0.
i BROOELVW FlAIS.
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NEW YORK CITY.

Carl Bernhardt, a German pedlar, alxty yeare o

age, died in Bellevue Hospital a day or two slnc<
trom the effects ot injuries received to tne elbow
lu September last dt a fall. Coroner croker wai
notified to bold an inqneat.
'Longshoremen's Union No. 2haa not, aa baa beer

reported by the atevedorea, resolved to accept th<
reduction 01 dally wages against which they hnr«
been standing out. They still demand lorty cenu
per hour lor their labor.
A charity ball in aid of the Northeastern Dlfr

penaary will be given at tbe Lexington Avennt
Opera House on Tuesday evenlntr, the lBth inst.
it u hoped that a lurtre attendance will be
gatnered in the opera bouse, as the objects oi the
eutertamaenta are moat worthy.
A grand vocal and instrumental concert, foi<

lowed by a bail, wu given oy Mr. Dapln, assisted
by L'Orpu6on FtauQuU, o( wblch he is director, al
the Germania Hall, bowery, lust evening. The
musical portion ol the entertainment panned ofl
with ureal Mat, and altogether the affair was a
decided success.
Coroner Woitman was called to bold an inquesi

at the Twentieth precinct station house. West
Thirty-seventh street, upon the body ol John
Vlering, a German, aged lorty years, or SeventyIeighth street and avenue A, who was killed by the
failing 01 an extension wall which was In rne
course 01 erection at No. M4 west Thirty-third
street.
Coroner Croker waa yesterday called to the

Morgue to bold an inquest upon the body 01 SolomonOppenhetmer, flit.v-seven years of age, born
tn Germany, who committed suicide on the 14th
Inst., at his late residence, No. 121 Third street, by
swallowing a done ol Paris green. It Is said that
deceased had bseu despondent for some time past,
owing to business aud other troubles and poor
bealt'1*

_______________

LONG ISLAND.

The revolving light at Mon tank la reported to
be tn some way out of order, so that it oacaslonally
fails to revolve.
Mr. Thomas Lister has been elected Chief En.

gtneer ot the Fire Department or Sag Harbor, a&d
Mr. N. W. Silvelra assistant.
The British brig Charlotte, aahore ten miles

east oi Fire Island Inlet, has not yet been got
oir oy the coast Wrecking Company.
A convention or the temperance people of Queens

county will be held in the Methodist Episcopal leo
ture room at Hempstead on Wednesday next.
The Great South Bay is now irozen over, so that

Iceboats make the trip across to the beach, and
ice boats are also in use ou Northport harbor,
Two young daughters or Mr. Hendler, of Springfield,town of Jamaica, fell through toe ice on a

pond when returning from school on Wednesday
evening, aud narrowly escaped drowning:. Their
cries were beard by a passer by, and tney were rescuedin an almost exhausted condition.
A young couple were clandestinely married at

Rockaway a lew daya ago. The groom waa a youth
oi eighteen and the bride a girl of fliteen. The
parents of both objected to so early a venture In
matrimony, but they lound a minister who had no
objections.
While men were engaged In removing a bank of

earth near Lawrence street, Flushing, on Friday,
tliey discovered a human skeleton, with what appearedto be the remains of a coffin. The skull
was nearly periect, but the other bones were much
decayed. How the skeleton came there is a matterol conjecture.
The official report of the Board of Supervisors of

Suffolk county for 1874 shows that at a speclaj
meeting in April bills were audited to the amount
or $675 70: at a meeting m June. $329 60, and at
the annual meeting in October, $10,737 37.a total
lor the year of $11,742 75. Tne Board was In sessionten days and fix evenings, and tne ten Suipervlsors were paid ror mileage, per diem, and
disbursements, $1,43-2 78.
Mr. John Harold, of Hempstead, late Secretary

01 the Queens County Agricultural Society, recentlylost a pocketbook in New York containing
about $75 in money and checks to the amount ol
about |3oo. A day or two ago he received Informationthat the pocketbook bad been lound, and was
at No. 10 NV&iker street, and upon application it
was handed to Mr. Harold, uilnus the money and
checks, by the porter emp oyed there, who had
lound it iu beach street. There were, however,
other valuable papers in it, and Mr. Harold paid
the porter a reward lor finding It. On Satu day
the checks were returned to &.r. Harold at HempsteadIn an envelope. When In New York he whs
not in Beach street, and he supposes that some
one wno had lound it elsewhere dropped it there
alter rifling it ol us contcuts. The return 01 the
checks Is accounted lor by the lact that payment
was stopped.

STATEN ISLAND.

The trustees of School District No. 5, of SouthHeld,have procured a comfortable schoolhouse,
and the scnooi Is now la a flourishing condition.
A meeting of the Irish Legion is called for Saturdayevening next at Klein's National Hall,

Stipleton. to make arrangements tor the annual
parade on St. Patrick's l»ay.
Mr. John A. Thoroe, au actor enraged in one ol

the Mew York taeatres, visited Staten Island on

Sunday to see a yonng lady, and when on nta returnhome was assaulted oy two young ruffians,
who beat him severely and relieved him of hla
WKICU.

The Uquor dealers of Edgewater will hold a meet
Injr to-morrow afternoon at G user's Hotel to take
action regarding tne present Excise law. An effort
will probably be made to influence the Legislature
with a view to Obtaining a modification 01 tiic
law.
The work upon the Improvement of Yanderblll

avenue, Cltrton, has at last been completed, alter
considerable squabbling among the Trustees ot
Edgewater lor nearly six year*, at a cost of $35,"(X
to Mmtbfleld and Middletown, of wnlch the ave'
nae lorim the dividing line. Tne avenue has been
dug down and graded on the Middletowu Hide,
curried, guttered ana paved the ent re length, ane
It is now the fluest.in tuct tne only.boulevard
from tne inte:ior 01 the l-l.md to tho terry landing
formerly at the loot of the avenuo when the ferrj
was first established by Commodore Vanderbllt.

NEW JERSEY.

Th« Camden County Poor Douse now contalni
155inmates, againat 102 at this time last year.
An effort will be maue to pasa a bill la th<

present session or the Legislature in-reasin(
Governor Bed.e's salary from $.r>,0o0 to $8,000 pet
annum.
Hie commissioners appointed to assess damages

for lands taken in the construction of the lludsot
Elver tunnel cannot now act, a certiorari havlnj
been granted removing the question lor adjudica
Hon to the Hupreme Court.
cnarles fl. Porter, accused of the murder o

his wife by malpractice last summer at Bricks
burg, has Just been lodged in the 0<ean Count]
Jail, lie was arrested in Mis-> »urt, wlutner lie uac
fled soon alter tne perpetration 01 the crime.
Petitions nave been sent to tne Legislature

from Jersey city, Loboken, Union Township anl
Bayonne asking lor the abolition of tne Hudsoc
county Hoard 01 Chosen Freeholders as at present
constituted. These petitions win oe presentee
belore the bill introduced nj Mr. Carey Is reported
according to a report of Mr. MeDameis, tn«

State Librarian, jnst submitted, the number 0
Toiumea now in rue uorary at rrenton is 19,764
The totai number 01 voiume* a'trted during th<
past year is as loiiows:_Krom purchase, S.J: nub
scripu* a, s; donation, 16; I nited states, uiJ Stall
Treasurer, 1J0 and r.xcliange. SSZ.
Judge Depue, of the hsecx Circuit, has been

called upon by Governor-elect Be lle to take an
place on tne bench until a successo. be appointed
Judge Bedle intends to nomt a*e ins snccesso]
witmn a lew dav.s alter his inauguration. Judari
liepue win open the courts iu Hudson county to
morrow.

1 lie annual meeting of the State Aurlcuitnra
Society will oe lie.fi In the State ilouae, at Tren
ton, next Wednesday. The President of tue no

clety, Congressman Amos Clark, and the Secere
tarv of tne Navy, Mr. llobcson, wni deliver ad
dresses. An election lf»r a fail Hoard ol director!
and officer* for tue ensuing year will take place.

A DAY AT ST. JOHN'S GUILD

Of all the fragments of poor, broken, despalrlnt
humanity that ever met the eye of the writer It
tue streets oi New York those that made up th<
long line in waiting at si. John's flnlld miny dsfi
or iast week, and n ittcsably on Saturday, wort
the PRddeSt. Old men arid women, hnwed rlowr

by lD3rrm ie». uale, »allow-lac»d fouau womer
ami girts were tlie utiirt c,usntueui» ol tin
turoDg. One poor woman bun ir»iuo,c aner ber t
lirood of laumuea children. wiio clutched liei
dre** and sbawi and i.uiitd u«r bltiier and inttnei

r lu (Oe ti'uwij till ner ojre* caua it an aunu«t crazec
light, nun «he *too<l tr sibling witii «scttcn«D
and (car. 8uo nad ;u»; been tin ned from the pool

^tcuement -juartcrs tbat ua-t «Uelter«»l tier ana Hoi
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brood, and her bead was half tamed benore she
fell m the mldat or the motley concourse at the
Guild.

f stabvino hi th« Tmxrrs.
9 or all the sorrowful lnoldente at 8t. John's
r Guild, however, those which excite the moat aym.
1 pathy concern the families that have been turned

(
into the streeta and have no place In which to

( warm themselves and no money to buy food.
(

Scores of these families apply dally und the trial
, to the feelings of ihoae present when their atones

are told is terrible. Yonder in the corner atands a
weak, puny man, with a aort of religious air, who

i la lisiemugto the half-aobbed whispers 01 his wife.
She, in a gray mixed shawl and neat delaine
dress, is holding the hands 01 her two children in
her own. ami, though her bead is bowed down,
there is a tear glistening on her red cheek. They
nave urcu naitiUK lu uio s'lutfi wiuiuut kuiuk
near a lire or eating a morue 1 of lood since hall an
Hour beiore daylight tills morning. No wonder
they are cold or thai the man's eyes wander about
In a hali-irightened, half-desperate sort of war,

, and that the woman crios.
TIIKKE FAUil.IKS WITHOUT SHELTER.

Sear the store are gathered three families. The
first consists 01 a mau, ins wile and two cnildren.
Th» first of the little ones Is fifteen months old
and the second is a nursling. The husband seems
hardly more than a boy in years, while the wite
has quire the look of a matron. The ctieeks oi all
are pale and sunicen, and they seem to (airly clutch
at the neat irom the stove with their thin, bony
flutters. The man was employed during the past
summer and laii br a Mr. King, ot Staten Island, as
a plasterer and slater. Slating is a dull trade In
winter, and the man, who was never a skilled
workman, bnl only "willing ana handy," was discharged.Later he found employment in Wash
lugton Murket, but was noon turneu away
there because of the dull uaies. When he
owed two mouths' rent his landlord ordered him
to leave his rooms, and to savo the laudlord the
ccsi of ejection he took his wile by the hand and
with the cnildren went out into the street. Late
at night they found loggings at No, 25U Mott
street, and t»y various shi ts managed to get togetherfifty cents each night for a week, so as to
keep
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over their beads. Wednesday they were so sore
pressed they had to last all daj, and when they
came to the Guild.brought lu by some gentleman
who chanced to meet them.they had not tasted
lood lor lorty-elglit hours. A little distance away,
a woman.a widow.sat with her two children.
Their clothing was of the scantiest kind. They
had been turned into the streets two
days before. Near those last were a wo:man aud her one child. The only covering
ot each was a thin dress and a llinsy skirt. A mau
upon whom the hand of death nad already fallen
sat in a chair surrounded by his wue and three

' children. He was a photographer and oi lato had
not earned a sum equal to naif his current rent.
They had not a morsel of lood in the nouse. Feel-
ing that he must soon leave them, lie liud dragged
his way to the Guild to osk pity lor his lamlly aud
some little medical attendance lor hiinseli.
The nutnoei oi tnose lauiilies wno applied lor re-

Uet on Saturday being utterly houseless and wan-
denng up and down the streets was sixty. All
New York. those bitter winter uisrhts, should think
01 these poor homeless creatures who are draggingtheir tired limbs about in the darkness and
suffering from want ol fire and want of lood.

SUNDAY AT TflE PARK.

The skating fraternity of the metropolis had a

pleasant day's enjoyment or their favorite pastime
yesterday. They cemmenced early, and happy
face) surged through every entrance to the Park
until almost nightfall, and it seemed as though
they conld not stop anywhere short of "the Lake."
Tney scampered up every path to that frozen
sheet of water, and many "cut across lots," fearfulthat they would iose too much time by being
dignified and "taking things easy." All were

provided with skates. Some dangled them from
their shoulders, while those who did not wish to
make a dash or display had them oarelully enwrappedin bags ana carried them under their
arms, it would l>e difficult to tell where this
grand column of pleasure seekers came from.
All the city and the suburban towns contributed
to make up the thronx. Prom homes of
comiort and homes of poverty they came, out
once together all joined alike in the sport and apparentlynever thinking of social differences,
made up a ceaseles* panorama, swift flying aud

, varied as a kaleidoscopic glimpse. The assem1biage was one of much ireedom, but It was not
rude or mischievous. There can be a vast deal
01 intunacv without objectionable familiarity oa a
well ordered skating i-ond. Such may be observed
every day at the Park, and it would be difficult to
And another recreative crowd where such
thorough aud legitimate enjoyment is thus
afforded.
The day was all that eonid be desired. The

purity of the atmosphere was inspiring. It invigoratedand bid deQince to cne blues. An
Ill-tempered man would have been out of
place on the ponds yesterday. Nothing
but good humoi and kindlr feeling
prevailed. Indeed, much of ttie philosophy of
skating is the simple breathing of tne pure air; as
to that more than anything else is the pleasure
due which the sport imparts. There was no
diminution in tne toroug all me day lunir. Boih
the larger and smaller ponds were alive until
night, aud for an hour or two oeiore sunset the
picture was one of almost palmui lush, tear,
whirl and bust ie. 1 he time seemed too short. The
officers who admonished the a°semi>la»:e to so
home wnen evening approacned, as is the rule on
the tiaobath. were no. regarded as particularly
pleasant uieu by some or the juniors; but not a
wold was sala that cou.a be resmrded as impolite.and so, with skates again over their shouldersand in the proper receptacles, the throng
leit the Park, filling the air with the eil ol merry

i voices ia laughter, all pleased wltn a day well
speut on the Ice.

ICE IN THE RIVEBS.

DOTICTTLTIES A>*D DANOEB8 OT FEBBT TEATEL.
The dangers, difficulties and delays of ferry

travel to me winter were never more tborougbly
exemplified tnan during portions of yesterday.
Dunns tue lorenooa tue East and Nortn rivers
were comparatively free lrom floating Ice. The
ferryboats made tneir trips in too usual manner
and at comparatively regular periods, but in the
afternoon any attempt at running on scuedule
time was simply out or tbe question. About two
o'clock an immense floe of Ice was floated up from
the lower bay by the tide until It was opposite
Fulton ferry. It extended completely across tbc

> river irom tbe Brooklyn to tbe New York side, and
it appeared as though tbe novel spcctacie of an Ice
bridge was about to be lormed. Indeed, such was
tne case lor a moment, but tne tide was running
bo strong at ttie time mat tl/e edjjcs of tlie ice
gave way, but not oeiore ir made tne pit r smver
and groan as the Uoe moved slowly on. Travel at

I tnis time was v.-rv niuen delayed, but more
especially on t lie upper lerrles, the Wesbrosses
street aiid Twenty-third street on tlie.Noiiii aud

> the Hoosevcit an 1 Hunter's Point on tue East Kiver.
r Tne Fulton ferryboat Mineoia, wmle endeavoring\ to enter toe hlip tin tbe Brooklyn side about two
r o'clock, wus .lamined In, and lor upward 01 an

hour the passeugers.and trie boat wa-> literally
j crammed.were compelled to wait, ulMiougu
j witmn a letv fMt Of ihe dock, li was UWIMir

cold at trie time, and tne Miu>oia was so crowded
f that a largo proportion of tue passengers were

not able to uei mio trie cabin. Some 01 rne more
aoventui ous ones were aide to get on snore by

f cliuibinif up tne spiles at the side 01 the slip, and
so on through tiie ferry yard ; but this was really at
tne peril 01 tneir live<, and the police put a stop to

[ it. luc Winona linal.y came to the rescue and
1 dracrged the Mincoia out oi the slip iuto

the stream, aud, putting on a lull head
o. steam, she at la^t succeeded In reacnjing the nock, to tbe intense satisiacuon
not ou y oi tue passengers but to tne hundreds or

1 anxious people wno nau by mis time gathered aud
t wtin wuie wamnir to tin l«rri«Ml to \i-«* link l'h«

upper b.iy is comparatively ireo iroru ice, no t iat
tin- >ta'en i.-sj.ni.t noats experienced no diitlrulty,
but over to»ard Oowanus navigation is iropo-i«itile.lne Horseshoe in the lower hay in also
almost completely Decked up, ami it reentries all
the skill and courage ol ttie pilots to avoid uccirtem*.The ii" in rne river yesterday morning appearedto lie unusual v thick aud mild, and whenevermo ferryboat wou.U come In contact with a
cake oi more than o.dinar* size the craft would
come almost to a standstill.
owin# to ine irrtgoiirtty of tbe trips most of

the boats were very mucu overcrowded, and in
the event 01 any accident, such as an explosion, a
collision or tbe springing of a leak the loss ol life
vrouid nave been terrible. Tue trouble experiencedrom the iloatinrf ice cannot be avoided,
nowever, and tue tr.»V"ilini! community will have
to pur up with it, to a vrcater or Ins- extent, uut 1

1 the advent o. spr;nu, unless we ure lavored toy
"Old rrooaolliuea" with a severe rain storm bcloie
that time.

OM THE NORTH RIVER.
The past 'bree days have been most perllona to

. ferryboat navigation on ine North Itlver. Fields
t of ice floati.'d anwn and obstructed the ferrvboan

on the C'ortmudt, Iiestrosscs, I'avonia. Commit*
iilpaw and Honok'iu lines. The crowds ol businesspeopi" w Mo had to cross tbe river kept, pressInson, alio the ferry companies, anxtou-i to accommodatotneni, took all me rnx. and tne result
was (treat damage to tnu bouts, one 01 the L'ot t1u t r 11 .»!»(.I Iw. it h 111* a .IIm:, l,r..l «l t no wliul'i ..til

two other* nave th^ir oartfl e wheels damaged.
All tli'' Dosbrosse* street boat* are Kept running,
ihoiigti ml hin one ur« more or Ian injured,
mo leiryboat* running ir»in 1'avoiiiu ferry to
'J wenty-tmrd street have had a nurd time 01 l>,
iido it was entirely out of the question to adhere
to tbQ time table. It was st.iiod yesterday inat
if flie rivc-r continues to tie biocKtrted nu It uus
oeen (or the past three days the-<e boats will t>e
withdrawn. he Ho Miken hoars, beinn oi a Hgnier
cons ruction and imikintf lonif trip*. were more or
le.-a tnj1.1- o, yet there hum beeu r if.ilanty iu the
trips, rue Central Railroad's lerrybo iu, riiniiuiK
Ire in Uberry street to the Com in u n pair dock, make
trips at li/ORer intervals tii.ni any ol tue other
lines, and thus iar tne boats have been uninjured.
ine pilotx have a dread of the ensum# two weak*,
when Mm ice win begin to float dowu the Uudaou
to larg'; iuaa*.e».

(TTPPLEMENT.

THE HEALTH OF THE PORT.

Annual Report of Health Officer Vanderpoel
for 1874.

Contagious Diseases.How and When They
Originate and the Way to Prevent Them.

Iiuti Oman's DiPAmrmrr. )
, QtrABANTINB, 8IATIM ISLAND. JSU. 1. 1878. 1

Hoil William L. B. Btbabs. President of the Commissionersof Quarantine
In presenting my third annul report It fives me pleasureto state that lees sickness of a contagious or transmissiblecharacter has entered the port tnan during an?

season tor several years past. £lxtv-eight eases of sickoesshave been removed from vessels.
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES.

There have been 11 cases of smallpox, exposing 8,125
persons, as oompared with 630 cases, exposing 70,308, In
1072. and 32 cases, exposing 14.7S5 in 1S7S.

Ot ship fever Ave oases, ns compared with six cases In
18Tl and seventeen cases in 1873.
Of yellow fever twelve cases, as oompared with fortytwooases In 1872 and sixty two cases in 18731 Mo cholera

has entered the port in 1874.
Various oauses have condaoed to produce this result,

and in the few words which will be devoted to this
report I shall be content to notice some of the principal.
For a long exposition of my views on the principles

and practice which govern the workings of the departmentreference is matle to the two preceding reports
and to papers published in the transactions of the
Uedical society of the State for 1874.
Firtt.One chief cause for tna diminished amount ot

sickness is the great falling off In the number of emigrantswho have arrived, not rcachlug half the number
of 1873.
Second.The results of sanitary supervision at this port

Is not limited in its effects to the mere removal of sicknessactually present on vessels, bnt the enforcement of
hyglenle conditions In all that pertains to the health
and comfort of the passengers has not only its effect
upon their welfare while on the passage, but the companiesengaged in the bugluess And that it Inures to
their pecuniary advantage by instituting u sanitary
inspection of all emigrant* before the vessel leaves her
European port. Those actually sick or possibly threatenedwith contagious sicklies* are tnu-s prevented comingon board and exposing others.

it has seemed to me that the misapprehension upon
the scope of tlio duties pertaining to this position Is so
great with the community that 1 shall De pardoned in
devoting a lew moments to their consideration.

Usatte applies the word 'quarantine" as embracing
the snnitarv measures wmeh are rarrif.d on at thl* nnrr
The word in its literal sense convey* no idea cither ot
their pope or aim, while it expresses an erroneous and
talse Impression or the duration ot detention which vesselsunder any circumstances are compelled to undergo.

TUB BTAMP1NU Out PROCESS.
Enlightened observation has taught the physician In

private practice that a large proportion of the maladies
with which he is brought in contact are prcventihlein their character, and had reasonable precautionbeen taken to observe the re ognizerl laws ot health
they could have been averted, lie recognizes, therelore,that he has performed but a -mall pari of the duty
and obligation resting upon him In caring the malady
presented. He must, in addition, study the immediate
causcs, point them ouc tor eradication, and not be contentIn his relation umil he has exhausted every means
which can directly or indirectly lavor a recurrence of
the disease in another individual.
This is termed the "stamping out" process. and dally
re its working* seen in the almost total disappearance

of typhus fever.whether under the cognomen of (all
fever, ship lever, relapsing lever, 4c..the arrest of
typhoid aud the restrictions upon the spread of smallpox.
The same principle of duty, «o sacred to the physicianin private practice, devolves with greater force upon the

physician laced in trait of protecting a whole populationfrom the incursion of tran.-uilasible diseases trom
without. His worn ol sanitary supervision is onlv partiallyperformed wlien, with most scrupulous cure and
exactitude, he determines the ub-ence of disease on the
particular vessel examined, he must take in the sanitarycondition and surroundings of the vessel itself;
must Instruct tlie officers wherein, even though slcsnesi
is not actually present, thoy become amenable to violationsot sanitary laws, presenting, it may be, all th conditionswhen an epidemic incursion should be feared.

It when pointing out these violations ot xanitarv laws
assurance is given tuat by complying with these simple
and palpable axioms tliey miv enter with almost impunityan infected port may discharge and receive
cargo without a case of sickness occurring, and as the
result ot such precautions are llab'e to modified restrictionswhen entering this port, it goes tar to solve the
problem of preventing the transmission of these inlec
Uous diseases and tends to confine them to more and
more restricted limits.

AN OUNCE OP PRETENTION.
All experience shows that such effort* are fer more

affective when emploved in the piace of inceptlcn than
when attempted alter the epidemic ban gained lull headway.To this end do the present labors of sanitarians
ten I. 1 he niuny tutilc attempt* on the part of govern
nients and municipalities during the past forty years to
prevent the spread ot tlie cholera scourge
has at length demonstrated that the great effort
tor the prevention ot its travels must tie made
in the place or places of its origin. These ure relatively
limited and observation tins shown they are in a great
degree amenable, to governmental restrictions. In the
first insiance its transmission has not been owing to the
interchange of commercial relations or fabrics, but
spring a.most wholly from the blind and fanatical observanceof certain religious ceremonies, whereby hundredsot thousands ol human beings are brought into the
most crowded proximity, under the heat ot tropica!
sun, w i li the utmost disreaard of all sanitary rules, the
result ot which is to give a malignant virulence to an
endemic and restricted disorder.
Their suliS' nueut dispersion transmit* the germs, so

that the marks ot its passage may be studied wherever
man hoios intercourse with man. Wnile, then-lore. l',uropcangovernments must bend their energies to its
suppression in the place ot Its origin, upoii us devolves a
somewhat different course ot action, based, however,
upon the saute sanitary principle.
1.caching the western coast of Europe, it* furthsr

progress by land is iropossiole, and It can only he trans1milted to these snores through the medium of the many
vessels traversing the ocean. The experience of the
past shows that it Has always lollowed this course, while
ui almost eTory ins'ance both officers oi vessels aud
passengers have considered, when the pestilence ap-
peureu. luaimuirs »a* oui a jmssive uuvy mm iu me

spirit of fatalism allowed it uninterrupted progress.
Such, hovreM-.r, should not no ineir relation to the

disease. nor should sunitsry authorities on this side of
the Atlantic accent such u<tion as the lull periormance
ol duty on the part 01 these engagei In transporting
passenger*.
We tand here in a somewhat similar relation to the

disease when ravaging Europe as do It-uropean countriesto Its stannic polni on the Ganges. They have
found that the chief restrictive ellorts must be made at
the place 01 its inception, ours shout l he made at the
new starting loci, the vessels themselves: if successful
here, wnno the disease is confined to restricted litnila
1th further ravages are stayed.
To this tits til, hen, should the efforts of unitary iu1spectiou lie eta.city directed.
When the ollicers ot vessels understand that they will

he 110 loh.'er regar.le as passive instruments in tho
transmission of the dis<-a«e, hut tliar upon them devolves
thu responstoili v of 1-ing iTomtit measures of isolation,
cleanliness, destruction ot soiieu clothing and disinfection,and that ill following out these efficiently the diseasemay he suoiugated that as a result ot such action
he sanitary officers arc enabled to mttgate in due proportionthe period of their detention Almost all pas
sciuvr travel is conducted liy the steaindiips. Their
success depends upon the regularity and speed of trips.
'1 itne with them is, then, a facto ot the highest importance.We have, therefore, the double incentive of pecuriirv gain an si ii-prcscrvatiun to simulate to the most
efficient efforts.
happily the principal steamship lines recognize and

appreciate this, and v has been one of the most itratlivmgexperiences ot my position to be able to second their
efforts by speedy "pratique "

i.very vessel now carr>«* an experienced medical officer,and upon the first appearance ol a contagious disordera spceial isolated hospital n> at once improvised
auil every measure to stllle the disease put into immediateu-e.
Knowing that the rcsponsibilty does not cease in the

mere tran-p .rLition ol pas-emers, but thut on their arrivalhere they are held to rigid account both lit the bservuncc01 hygienic laws and their transportation of
infections diseases, they cause a careful examination of
11II steerage passengers to lie made previous to their
coming on hoard the steamer

i.e beneficial etlccis ot this practice are. I think, apparentin the coinparutiveiy small number ot eases of
stD'ilipox w Inch have entered the port during ihe pa^t
year. While the disease has been as prevalent as usual
In European countries, verv tew casus have found their
way on tlie passenger ships. Iiuring the first year ot my
administration, wnen immigration *vns active, scarce a
wee* elapsed but smallpox was on some vessel. This
year it has hoe u a mere visitor.

CLKNl.l.VKgs NKXT TO (JOnLINtSS.
We account upon similar reasons for the few cases of

yellow fever winch huve arrived, uuriiig the pa«ttew
years trade with yellow tevcr ports has undergone a
inarki d mid radical chaiiie. Instead of being conttned
to iilitnt \esneis which made long passages and lay for
a long lime in int'Xte ports, so tlnit tnc nunites ol the
disease had ample opp irtunity t.j reach the hold of the

virulence, ilie trade l» iivrve v couancted in »te*'i ers
which make regular air] ircqticnl transit. lying bill a
limited period in «tir. in:cctoil port- lie oillccr- 01 the

ur« fully alive in tlie Important* 01 protecting
tin crew by clPHUlin^PU ami regular liuoits, ami so alluw
lull little opportunity lor the disc use lo gain access
through this source i.e thorough purification tliey
unucrgo on Mir ii urrivai ut tin* port precludes u ulUu.-t
of flilti lor lie development ol Hie disease ifrriim

it Is Hie practical wurkiug ol this principle. carried
out liv tlx; masters ol vessels, wliicli has enabled me
during the pun summer to he more lenient than lias
boon tlie custom lor nuiny years past. Hacli year has U
In .11 pointe out .mil the result is sf-.own an follows:.In
1171 IIS vfwli were iiglrered; in 1-71. Illit In 187 fi'J.
To niiovv unto thai lint commercial facilities inay he increasedwithout ri.-h. unrt turn in. inonopolv exists In the

lightering. siev:idurliiK.A<:., there were nlnctren licenses
scujrrunteil tor tlicse imrpus s 111 I37i, twciity-iwo in
ISM aild weiiiy-$ix In 1H71.
Mortal 11 he said the comparative Immunity from

yellow i«ver was owing to its want ol prevalence iu its
favorite haunt- Tile epidemic at Havana durum the
summer was especially inuiigiiatit. In the proportion of
deaths 10 those atlikeil, ri«iun, niu Informed hy one ot
the principal physician*ol ill it place, to near eighty per
cent. 'I here hare heen v. ir< when the number attackedhas oeen greater. hut lew when the per centuge
01 mortality w is more severe.

Ii will lie observed that of the slxtv-eteht eases in
hospital u large number wer» congestive ma aria lever,
the appearance 01 which, lo 1 lie inexperienced obiter*r, Is so miliar to thoi of yellow lever ihat prudence
us well :i-s to. necessity ol guarding the community
tlii Ihu locution ol lli<' lioxpitalx is Mich, with
titiiiliiallc.l ("ration, vciitilo11.in and sunlight, tilut the
mi I; rci im-r ir'oii Mirfi ,li»i i»-e« lir vioiier when re
moved iij 11,» I..mini Hum n allowed to enter other ho*pttnle.

I In* initerlal run litlon of tha quarantine property n
da .-dHctoiy. 1)111 urn ho pa»t year the repair* on the
Island* and ho ;t" ion hocp such a< would lie nece«-ary
id maintain in noort order that upecie* ol periehahle
propertv.

In- new hoarding ration wai completed and necu
pled early I.in -priiu and lli« exp rience ol the year
lin» ln.lv luaiilied >ne iv|< loin ot the seleotton. Veenel*
are more promptly tioardei, ihe itnchomiia ha* hecii
Imi ii lat ilacion wiule. 11 t |ntn important to the Inter"«! > <11 tin' Mate. ihe whole furroundlng cummutinyacijuieti 0 in the expe tmucy 01 me location,
and have extended lor the llrtt tune in twenty yearn .1
ho«pi ali.e welcome to the ofllcari wno»e dulie* aro here
pcriorined.
The Siu e eteamboat NcWon K. Honkln* In laid up at

the docX a» «ecurely wliarii'd a» at nnv plor in the liar
hot. I e 11II urn a lu< It. en r«im>\ad Imtn liar «latlon nt

1 i«>ner i.utmntlno aud ,in:iiursd lor the winter iu

1

Otmvamd Bar. V*r mtfr took. «n>ow4 to tt« 41rM
ctlon of the weather and sun. *u leaking so badly

Uitiprlnir that, instead or recaiklng. as had t>een done
o frequently, I had a covering of canva* laid the entire
Ungtb and ihia well painted. While the flr»t cost oi tliU
wa« very little more than calking ita durability will be
fur greater.
The -tute Burying Ground and adlacent property at

Heguin's I'oint, which from long negect wai dilaplnatea,overrun wiltt brier* and destitute of tence*. ha*
been for the first tune surveyed and a map deposited in
the office of tne .--ecretarv of Mate. New tence has
been made around the whole properly (nearlv titty
aeret), the briers and weed* cut down the burial ground
drained and the swamp land improved a* much as the
1.0J0 appropriated br the la^t Legislature >ot

the wbola ol the above purposes would permit
for the drat time aince 1867 has the Stati
in her own fee possessed all the facilities lot
resisting the transmission 01 contagious diseases. Tocj
are now, 1 consider, ample to meet nnv emergency.
VI course, not only their future efficiency, but true
economy dictates that the .Stale maintain tills efficiency
In not allowing any portion to become dilapidated. A
partial neglect even ol this species oi property would, in
the end, caiail a fur greater expense than prompt repairwhenever accideut or wear and tear make ikccs

ary.
In closing, I beg leave to tender to yourself and yout

ds^iruucM in me commission mv sincere in inns lor 111c
uniform courtesy «nd assistance vou have extended to
me in the oerlormance ot mv duties.

I can hut reiterate the exnre»sn>ns of both mrprerloui
reports for the integrity and ability, in the perlormanco
of their resiiective trui:s, ot Ur. Mosher. at executive
officer, and the deputies. Or . rhomonoii and Macartney.

b. O v KIjKV VANObKPOEU
Health Officer of the port ol .New YorIL

THE DETECTIVE POLICE.

WHAT TECS MATOB THINKS OF THE POLICE D»
PABTMZNT.

The dliorder that baa so long reigned in the
Detective Bureau of the Police Departmena
reached Its height yesterday, when the officers
were made aware of the intention of the Commls
Bioners to sacrifice the mass of them lor the
benefit of a few. Complaint* were load and bitter,
and some declared if anything or that sort were
done the public would be treated to a more search'
Ing msigat into the mysteries of tbo service than
they have yet been given. Tnat is scarcely
necessary, for the whole subject long ago becamenauseating to the people's palate.
Good may come of it, however, and
it is time some Utile benefit to the community
should accrue. At the last session or the Board ol
ToUce, Commissioner Voorhia Introduced a resolution,which was passed, forbidding all persons not
conneoted witn the detective office irom lounging
there. It had developed Into a custom for per*
sons of all classes to make the rooms in which
detective business was transacted a resting place*
and It was ascertained that sorce of those persona
carried information obtained in the bureau to
parties outside who were affected by it. While
this sort of thing was going on it was difficult for
deteotlves who were desirous of doing their duty
to perform it satisfactorily or properly, for thieves
and receivers had no difficulty in

SENDING SPIES

among the detectives, ir they did not oonstantlj
keep them there. The door leading into the de*
tecttve office Is now closed against all outsiders
except those who have business In the bureau aud
who obtain a pass from Superintendent Walling,
and the next move ot the Commissioners should
ba to so change the plan of the office that the Superintendentand the detectives may have conslantcommunication for the transaction of businesswithout lookers on being able to be cognizant

mntrnm(>nta Than ftlA DAW fnrna ahnnld

be pat in, and tne bright era of affairs inaugurated.
The bugbear or the present fioara baa been tbt
detective office.
They have all along known that something wak

necessary to tbe discipline and working tbere, but
wbat tbat was thev seemed determined to lgnor«
or were afraid to Introduce. At one time thej
made a great show 01 hurrying up to remodel and
Improve the place, bat all tbe discussion on tte
abject resulted in throwing the entire response

bility on the shoulders of the superintendent, and
he allowed It to rest upon him. Tue Board asked
him for a plan upon wbicb they could reconstruct
the office, but up to the present, so far as la
known, be has offered none. It was a delicate
task for Superintendent Walling, and a difficult
oue. loaded down as be was withnuSortantbusiness the public were urging
lm to get through with, because

tbe Captatn of the office and he are
mends of long standing, and the buperinteudentwould naturally be likely to look leniently on
complaints that disturbed the people's confidence.
Rumors or Irregularities It ts, or conrse. easy to
a'art, and evil report travels quicker and lurther
than good: but It was the duty or .Superintendent
Walling, bearln g those reports ana wnat led to
them, to put Captatn Irving, as well as his omceis,in a position wnere, li innocent, they couri
give satlsiactory refutation ol them through proper
Investigation. The public are never uujusr, and
even -at tbls late date, all those detectives whose
fair rame has been in any way touched. have
plentv 01 opportunity to make known to rue publicthat has tor so long paid them whether they
bave been uujustly censured or not. bo tar as

THE BOARD OK POUCH
Is concerned nothing remains lor them but to gev
rid of the entire system at present in voirue and
all AAnnAAtArl uritn if.. Nnf.'unrr Iaaa will (MVA fh«

public any confidence either in them or the new
men they may make detectives. It would not, oi
course, do to put the present men off the lorci
without giving them a proper hearing; but tnal
bearing should be a public one.thoroughly completeand decisive one war or the other. If tin
detectives are an injured set of men they should
be protected, and if they are not they ought to
be sent about their business. Commissioner
Vourhis has taken the matter In hand. At th«
outset Mr. Matsell was with him. Between
them thev must by this time have evidence to
establish something; that testimony ougnt to
be given to ihe community, ami the Commissionerswill be able to show that what action thej
have taken has been honest, unbiassed and above
board. Commissioner Uuryee, by taklnir tti«
people's side iu the matter and declaring .'or a
proper purgation 01 the detective office, may he
able to tide over May In office and gatner around
him some affection lor his services, cud the sa ue
happv results mav be brought about In the case ol
commissioner Disuccker. His time runs on tc
another May. a year distant, but that it should
not be cut snorter than even ths comine May, he
had better take the opportunity now oilered to
repav his indebtedness to tne public. In hisMcssag«
Maror Wickiiam says. "There are many radica
and whomsome rhantrea in the department wmcl
c.in yet be made beiore tiic lorce win ex
liibit the discipline and general efficiency
which tne puolic Is entitled to exact
froin It." When he wrote that passage the Mavoi
must certainly have had hi* eye on cue detecuvi
oillce. Nothing more unwholesome exists iu thi
department, and tuat it snail remain tner» anf
not travel up into the Board the Commissioner!
can sei tie.
A meeting of the Board H to be hel l to-day, at

which tne nutter will be discussed, and it. is likeli
that decisive action will t»e taken on Tues lay,
President Matsell was at the Central Office ye«terda>,as well as superintendent Walling and cap.
tain Irving. There being no important business
to trausact, thcr left tne building in the after*
nnmi Inuri»s»tnr rt> nuii nmi in r.hni-tr*

during the day.

THE IMPRISONED SMUGGLERS.

Among the convicted smugglers in Ludlon
btreet Jail la customs Inspector Harris, who wai
for a long time stationed on ttic wharf of thi
Clyde line ol Havana steamers, and Is reported tc
have connived ai the smuggling ol cigars to a
very large extent. His la the first cusp, It is reported,on record of a Custom House officer ol thli
port being in Jail lor smuggling. Several othai
Custom House inspectors are reported to be
quakiuif In their boots with reference to ex
jio!<iire« about "nouso money," wnlcn are said to
be forthcoming.
Anotnw smuggler In the same jail Is a man

named (ieoti/e Drew, lormorly connected witn tue
National .steamship line, and who w.is arrasiad
lor smuggling about 20O gold and sliver watchea
asiiore. lie Kubsequently ran away, but w.u recaptured.He will probably be soon removed to
Crow Hill Peuitetitiary.

Michael lia lngher is also in Jail, sentenced t<
six months' imprisonment, for alleged complicity
In smuggling lau cigars from 01T the steamer
Cresconi City.

Mini Inni in fliA PrAflPh qmilfff'Ar. rpmfll' ft r.ntU

fined to tier beJ and in a very weak condition.

CONSCRIPTION IN ALSACE.

Tb« following communication, from a private
source, dated at Baseman, Alsace, describes the
scene which was witnessed at that place during
the first military muster of the Joung men, Inhabl.
taut* of the district, who were liable to trie service,into the ranks 01 Emperor William's army.
1 lie writer, dating on the lotli of December, H7*
says:.
Today Is a gloomy any for the Inhabitants o

this puce, as iJulore tneir nou.-cs tuey Hue posing
groups of younir Alsaclans who are mustered iu:o
the Prussian inlnUrv *eiviee. Heart rending,
heart breaking, it. is, indeed, to hear the larewell
songs 01 these brave voung men, who cry out as
tnev tiaron along, "We will never light lor the
Prussians." »oiii<> one may sa», "Why did not
there young men join the i rencti service ?" ii;o
msiu rea-on is b«can»e many, in lact most of
theut, had ati aged mother or latlcr t support,
and 11 rhey had taken the Preach oath tiiey couul
iioi havo remained two tears longer at liomo. rto
to have tne good oi one they lia>l to make ttj.j
sacrifice oi ihe other. Not u woman or man, inuetd,who caw the young lollowj pass cvnid keep
from shed-ling tears.


